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The Willlam Grovatt House
Rancocas, Burlington County, New Jersey
Owner: William and Loulsa L. Grovatt
Date of Erection: Maln psrt about 1682
Architect:
Builder: Some member of the Green family
Present Condition: Poor
Number of Stories: Two
Materials of Construction:; Foundation - stone
| Exterior walls ~ frasme
congtruction, bricked

up between the studs

Interior walls - plaster
with some paneling

Insids brick chimneys
Roof - piteh
Historical Data:
The land upon which this house is built
was granted by Daniel Wills, Sr. and Thomas Olive
to Thomas Green on March 10, 1676, It was purchased
in England at Bug Brook in the county of Northampton.

John Wills Green by will became the next owner. His
gon Thomas inherited it in 1732, In the will of
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Thomas Green a lento of two rooms is mentioned,
and given to his wife Janse Green for her use

for 1ife after his son Thomas became twenty-one
vears of age. "Then it ie my will that my

loving wife Jane Green hold and enjoy all my
plantation whereon I now dwell containing 299
acres of land with all the privileges thereunto
belonging until my sldest son Thomas Green arrive
to the age of twenty-one years and after that my
said wife to have the two lento rooms in the
dwelling house and privilege of getting firewood
upon said place during her widowhood and also I
give and begueath unto my said wife my riding mare
and one feather bed and furniture in the lento
room3. Then I give and bequeath unto my said son
Thomas when he shall asrrive to the age aforesaid
all the aforesaid 220 acres of land with all the
buildings and improvements thereon to him"......
This will, plus the fact that the house anawers
the description of the houses in Burlington of
the period of 1680-90, that John Green took up
this land as near as can be determined about this
time, leads us to believe that the main part of
the house was erected sbout 1682 by John Green.
1682 has been picked ms the date, because a survey
was made in the name of John Pain, an attorney
for Thomas Green, in 1681. The origlinal survey re-
turn resads "1681-Dsc. 21-Survey for John Pain for
the use of Thomasz Green 200 acres on Northampton
(Rancocas) River between Daniel Wills and Thomas
Harden." Since the land was surveyed for use it
seems logical to vick 1682 as about the date of
arection.

The executors of Thomas Green, Joseph
Clark and Joseph Green, on the sixteenth day of
the tenth month in 1755 sold to Aaron Wills. It
is through the will of Thomas Green that we learn
the 1l2nd had been resurveyed in 1681, and when
resurveyed the plot of land left to Thomas by his
father John contained 200 acres,
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It 12 interesting to note that the
resurvey corrects the mistake copled into the
map showing the development along the north
shore of the Rancocay Creek. The map is
found reproduced in the history of Burlington
and Mercer Counties by Woodwerd and Hegeman.

In 1767 Samuel Haines acquired the
property from Aasron and Rachel Wills. Samusl
Haines, 1t appears, received the property as a
legacy, for in 1760 he bought of Willism Deacon
22 acres of land, and this is described as
adjoining the farm which the said Samusel Haines
received by legacy from Aaron Wills,

In his will of November 15, 1820
Samuel Haines devised hils property to his son
Robert W. Haines. Robert Halnes died about
1862 intestate, and the property passed to
his children. One of his daughters, Rebecca,
married Jacob Wills and the next transfer 1is
from Jacob Wills and others (Haines) to Rachel
Haines: this was in 1869, In 1885 the transfer
reads Rachel Haines and others to Willism Halnes.
This property waz seized in the same year and
Clifford Powell speclal master in Chancery Court,
transferred it to William F. and Louisa L. Grovatt
in whose possession it still remains.

Biblliography:
Woodward, E. M.) piqt f Burlington
Hegeman,’J. Fo ) 220 S0

and Mercer Counties, New Jersey Phila-
delphia, Everts and Peck, 1883

Kecords searched by F. A, Eckhart
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The name of the builder of this housze

not stated in our ovrevious account is deduced 2s
John Green os follows:

: By a dced of 10 larch 1676 Daniel Wills
of Morthorpton, county of MNorthsmpton, England

"rracticer in chymestry",; and Thomas Olive of
Yellingborough in said county "hoberdosi.er?,
cclmowledged récelrt of 10 pounds from Thomag Grcen
ol bugbrooke in said cowmty, "husbandman, son of
Arthur Green' of senc DlaOu, purchase noney for
1/15 part of a propriety in West Few Jercey, rocite
ing a deed of 23 Janunry lact, from William Penn
and others to grantors, Acknowledzed 10 April
1723 vy John Wills Hsg., "son of the within named
Deniel Wills", before John feading, memboer of II,
Ie Council Tor W, Jes and rccorded in West New
. Jersey deed book D.y; ve 7,

Tbcn“sl Green of Lughrooke, county

onuuempton, ngl nd, aovesald gave power of
atuo“pey to John T An, doted 13 ol I mo, 1880,
A pebturn of rvey, 21 December 1681, shows

D

200 acres on thc upeer bank of Vorths mnton alias
denkoltus Liver, Burlington County, Tew Jersey,
laid ocut for azid Thomss Green per hils attorney,
wetween the trpots of Daniel Willls and Thomas
Hoerdin, as recorded in West Wew Jersey Dook A.,
Pe 20, This %womas Green of Lughrocke devised
hig lands in New Jcrse" to Lis song Jorn and
Senjanin Green, and ho latter dying in vis
minority, the vhole beceme Ve“Lod in the former,
as recited in Lest Mew Jersey Deed Look 3.,

De 403, citcd jostea,

>

I

Jotn? Green abovenamed, {not "John
Wills Green" as in our previous oooung) had
arrived in Lu rlington County Ly ludS, in wlilch
year his cattle narls wes rogistered there.
S5tillwell's Histe & Geneal, misc,, vol. 2,
e 12)s By Wiz will doted 27 November 1732,
proved 15 Deoemuer 1722, he, as "John Green
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of Wellingborrow and county of Burlington,
West New Jorsey, roomon! (not Thomas as in

our former aecountg dovised -to his wife Jane
Green the use of "all my wlantation whereon

I now dwell, containing aboyt 200 acres™

until his eldest son Thomaw Green camc of

ege twenty-ono years; she thonce "to have the
two Lento Rooms in the bwelling house"; to

said son Thomas Green ot age tventy-one all

the said 200 acres with "all the uuildlngs

and Improvements' therson, he raying unto
hls mother & pounds yearly and unto my btwo
youngest sons Josoph Crecen cnd Jacob Groen

and my two Qaughters Blizabeil CGreen and

Martha Greon 20 pounds each 2t age twenty-one;.
to my second son John Green 100 acros next
edjoining my plantation; 300 acro tract in
Bunterdon County and 5 acres of msadow marsh

on Rancocus Creek to be soldy appolnts cexecutors
wife Jano Green snd bvother—ln law John Stokes
and friend Ssmuel Woolman. (Extracts from
original will). '
Tho Inventory of the porsonal estate
of this John< Groen "late of the ¢ownﬂbip of
wellingborough™, Burlington County, MNew Jersey,
doted 4 uocembOD 1722, includes Tthis item:
"at tho Det ond of the Lenbo a bodd and
farniturc sevee

Thomas® Groon resided in the homostead
interited from hisg father as asbove deosoribed,
end y his willl deted 8 Fovember 1754, proved
7 Dec, 1754, directed the executors, viz, brother
Joseph Green and John Clark, to sell the homostead
to pay his debts, HHis wile Hamuah Groen is named
therein, and two song and two daughters mentioned.,

Lccordingly, by deed of 16th of 10th
1o, 1755, sald Joseph Grecn and John Clarl,
GXECTE of the will of "Thonas Green late of
ellingborough!, Jurlington County, deceased,
convmyed the homesteoad of 200 sacres "with: all
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and every the Housecs, Guthouses, barns,
stonlesY, Tor 575 nounds money of West New
Jersey Lo fLaron Wills of THortliamplon in

same ccuwaty, Doeltal is made in this deed

thiat sa2id Thomas Gireen Inherited this land

by the will of his father, John Green; that
the latter inherited 1t partly by the will

of his father Thomas Green of Dugbrook,

County of Northempton in Great Dritaln and
partly as heir-at-law of his brother Cenjamin
Green who dled underage, and thal sald Thomas
Green of Great ILritain purchased =z right of
vropriety to land in West Mew dJersey from
Daniel Wills and Thomas Qlive by Deed Poll
dated 10 of 1lst mo, 1678, {48 outlincd above).
Recorded In Wost New Jersey Deod Zook S, p. 498,

Architecturc:

. a This extensive frame rouse 1s obviously
a composite of tirec or Ffour additions to the
original unit built provaebly in 1801-1682 -rhichk
is the uigrest nert of the whole, Thiz conzslists
of two Lirge rooms on the first floor with a
cellar uvnder, a large and smoll bedroom and stair-
hall on the seoond, with a garvet shove thenm.

To the esst end of thls maln Touse was added the
cellarlesa two story leanto of one room on each
flocr viichi is mentloned In the will of Joh
Greon, 27 November 1732. AL the other end of the
main house was next added a large kitchen, with
: two small bedrooms 2wove, but without a cellar,

- Against thils third construction were latocr erected

' shieds and workrooms., The foundation wall throughe
out ere of stone locally guarrisd; the chinmeys
are oif briecli and project intc the rooms g wos
custoi Y «

The frame of this T.ouse is comnesed of
roust, hand-hewn limver, ihe stodding velns spaced
tvo te three feet cpart, all crudely mortised,
tenoned, end keld together Ly ool pins, Letwveen
tiiese structural memberg, brick masonry 18



nserted, The hewn rafters of the roaf,
three by four inches; are spaced about three
feet apart,

Hand split white cedar ﬂlunbourdm
cover the frame of the original unit of the
house, These boards are an Inch thick more
or less and In widths from seven to sixteen
inches, The siding of the kitchen =zdditlion
is of gimilar widths to these, but finished
Wlth a beadcd lover edge and laid in "ship-
lap” fashion which by warping Lhas now bthe
effeet of weather-boarding. The UPTit cedar
shingles of the roofs throughout are of vary-
Cing lenotbs and laid some ten to tWOlVC 1nches
to the weather,

\bove the first floor windows and
door and extending the full length of the
south front of the original hiouse is sn
wnusually wide projecting rent roof now carrvied
by three oquﬁfe rosts to form & norch, while
similarly the Fltehen annex, built onto the
veet end of the original bouse and in line with
its front, retslng its nmore normal pent roof,
Probably tiiis latter is the carliest example
of this feature still extant in Hew Jersey. A
26ided cornlece on the front of the original unit
iz neteble, other cornices being cxtremely crude
in deball,

Lan@-split lathr is annlicd to the
intericr of the frame and to the ceilings of

the first flcoor on which is 2 very crude grade of
whitewashed nlaster, Parbtitions oi vertical
boaids, ong Iincii thiek, insgtead of lathed znd
plastered studding indicate the carly dalte of the
construction. These enclose likewisge the winding
stalrvays 1n box obyle,

o
Y7

Fromes of doors, as algo of the double
hung windows, cre cut from the solid Timber with
fow ﬂold'n’“ mn thereon, Hovever, the extent
ond detail of the woodwork finish of the Tirenlace




7211l composed of panelling,

cabinets,
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mantel are of a much superior cnar cter and

detail. Bxcert in i}
flooring boards have been later
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